
 Minutes of Meeting – June 28, 2017
Gentlemen's Club Conference Room, Camden Opera House 

Members present: Roger Rittmaster (Chair), Vicki Doudera, Wayne Ruesswick, Seth Meyer, Sam 
Johnson.  Also present: Interns Alexis Racioppi and Louisa Crane; Select Board Member Marc Ratner, 
and Guest Morgan Laidlaw. Absent: Doug Johnson , Alison McKellar. 

NOTE: Action items are underlined.

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:04 pm. Roger introduced Morgan Laidlaw. The May 
meeting minutes were approved.  

2. Sam announced that unfortunately he needs to resign from the Commission. We will miss you 
Sam!  He did say he would like to stay involved in what we do.

3. Vicki thanked those who helped with the table at voting day.  We all agreed it was a good thing 
to do as we did have some people enthusiastically asking questions and offering to get involved.

4. Budget Review: Roger said he still has not gotten a clear accounting of our funding sources and
what we can spend and are spending. It is a concern because we are spending some money, but 
due to lack of a finance director, will probably not get resolved right away.

5. Morgan reported on the kiosk at the Lodge at Camden Hills. It's installed, the trails are cleaned 
up, and people are parking and enjoying the trails. Morgan walked with Ian Stewart from 
CMLT and they discussed a piece of land owned by a private owner that abuts the Sagamore 
Farm parcel and could have trails as well if the owner agreed.  Morgan will keep us up to date if
anything happens with this land. Wayne suggested signage pointing to the trail and a “no 
parking” sign where the gate is. Roger will take care of it. 

6. Louisa has been collecting data and is figuring out how to present her plan on the EAB. She is 
also working on the brochure for homeowners and showed us a draft. Roger asked how many 
ash trees on town property she has documented, and she said in the downtown area that she has 
documented more than 400 trees. We discussed the cost of treating trees and how we will 
determine which ones get treated. 

7. Alexis is still checking basements and said generally they are in good shape, but 14% of the 
basements she's seen this summer have issues. They are being kept track of. She is watching 
three storm drain sites closely and is doing some sampling in the catch basisns.  She explained 
how she samples, and what factors interfere with the sampling, such as rainfall and high tides. 
Sump pumps cannot be tied into sewer lines, and she said that very wet basements with sump 
pumps raise red flags.



Alexis reported that she has ordered 100 stainless steel storm drain markers for downtown with 
the blessing of both Dave Bolstridge and Rick Seibel.  These have been used by other towns 
such as Brewer and have been successful. They will be installed into the pavement so that they 
do not get ripped up by snowplows and should come by our next meeting.  We will still do some
stenciling and Wayne suggested that we still keep the school kids involved.

8. Seth said he has met with Drew Lyman and that they saw the buoy installed in the harbor.  He 
thanked Vicki for doing the press release on the donation from Lyman Morse. She said it will be
sent tomorrow.  Seth reported on a pipe with raw sewage going into harbor. He follewed up 
with Steve Pixley who said it is not always visible. This pipe is the overflow from the water 
treatment plant. Roger has spoken to Dave Bolstridge about it in the past.  We would like to 
know whether it is actually clean water. Alexis said it could be pulling up material from the 
bottom of the harbor.  Drew reported on the Camden Classic Regatta and Sue Conover's 
planned Harbor Clean Up, and will send around an email for volunteers when needed.

9. Wayne said he has not had time to do anything with the Stewardship Brochure. Marc said that 
the town website is due for revision and this is a great place for the information. Vicki said she 
is doing some “realtor education” at the Realtor of the Year luncheon on June 29. She will 
remind realtors about the storm drains, etc.

10. Roger reported that the unencapsulated polystyrene ordinance has been rewritten by Bill Kelly. 
He plans to present it on July 19th to the SB, and if approved it will be voted on at the 
November Town Meeting.  

11. We discussed the plastic bag ordinance but are still exploring options. Marc will speak with 
Alison about it.

12. CCC & Coastal Mountains Nature Program:  25 people attended the last led by Cloe Chunn, 
Roger, and Eric Doucette. The next one will be July 1.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm. Next meeting:  Wednesday, July 26, 2017 at 6 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,         
Vicki Doudera, CCC Secretary


